DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

perhaps by Bismarck himself with the idea of driving
her out of Germany altogether. She listened also to
mere gossip brought to her knowledge by injudicious
well-wishers and even while some friends were telling
her that Bismarck's aim was to make her leave
Germany, others reported that her son-in-law Prince
Bernhard of Saxe-Meiningen was saying that he hoped
she would not be allowed to leave Germany at all,
for if she went to England she would intrigue against
the German Government.

William, dizzy with the arrogance of power, had
from   the   first   been   thoughtless   of his   mother's
feelings, while Bismarck, in spite of his assurance
to  Queen  Victoria  that  he  would  stand  by  the
Empress, never stirred a finger nor spoke a word
to help her :   indeed her husband's death was to
him and his son the removal of an incubus, and
with it she passed out of such compassion as he
was capable of.   Her desolation and the collapse
of all that she lived for unbalanced her judgment,
and for a while it was a fixed idea with her to
find  nothing but malice  and  deliberate  insult to
herself wherever conjecture could imagine it.   There
came  out, for instance,  in  the  Deutsche  Rundschau,
unauthorized  extracts  from  the  Diary  which  the
Emperor  Frederick had  kept  during  the  Franco-
German War.   He had lent this diary, fifteen years
before,   to  his  legal  adviser  and  friend   Professor
Geffcken, who had copied out certain portions of it,
and, now that the Emperor was dead, he anonymously
published some of these extracts, containing informa-
tion about the creation of the German Empire and
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